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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 4570 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV, NL, PARM, SF 

SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR OPTIONS 

REF: THE HAGUE 4429; STATE 209421, (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY. ACCORDING TO DUTCH CHARGE DE JONGE, FOURIE’S 
REFERENCE TO FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA'S NUCLEAR 
OPTIONS WAS INTENDED AS NO MORE THAN AN EXAMPLE OF THE KIND OF 
SENTIMENT WHICH COULD ARISE AMONG SOME SOUTH AFRICANS IN RESPONSE 
TO MOUNTING INTERNATIONAL PRESSURES ON SOUTH AFRICA. IT WAS 

NOT A SUGGESTION OR THREAT THAT THE SAG MIGHT AT SOME POINT 
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CONTEMPLATE FOLLOWING SUCH A COURSE. END SUMMARY. 

2. DE JONGE TOLD US LAST EVENING, SEPTEMBER 2, THAT HIS 

AUGUST 30 APPOINTMENT WITH FOURIE HAD BEEN ARRANGED IN RESPONSE 
TO DE JONGE'S REQUEST ABOUT THREE WEEKS AGO FOR A MEETING. 

THE PURPOSE WAS A TOUR D'HORIZON. DE JONGE USED THE OCCASION 
TO INQUIRE ABOUT THE RESULTS OF THE OWEN- YOUNG VISIT AUGUST 28-30. 
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AFTER MAKING AN UNINFORMATIVE REPLY, FOURIE TURNED TO THE DUTCH 
STAND AT THE LAGOS ANTI-APARTHEID CONFERENCE IN FAVOR OF A 
MANDATORY ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA. THERE ENSUED 
A LENGTHY DISCUSSION OF THE POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES OF VARIOUS 
KINDS OF EXTERNAL PRESSURE ON SOUTH AFRICA. FOURIE STRESSED 
THAT CONTINUALLY INCREASING "UNREASONABLE' 1 PRESSURE WAS STIMULAT- 
ING A SPIRIT OF STOUT RESISTANCE AMONG SOUTH AFRICANS, INCLUDING 
SOME OF THE MORE LIBERAL ELEMENTS. ACCORDING TO DE JONGE, 

IT WAS IN THIS CONTEXT, AND WITH DUTCH PROMOTION OF A MANDATORY 
ARMS EMBARGO SPECIFICALLY IN MIND, THAT FOURIE SAID ACCUMULATING 
PRESSURES MIGHT EVEN LEAD SOME SOUTH AFRICANS TO ADVOCATE THE 
FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA'S NUCLEAR OPTIONS. IN 
DESCRIBING THE CONVERSATION TO US, DE JONGE WAS EMPHATIC THAT 
THERE WAS NO IMPLICATION THAT THE SAG MIGHT CONSIDER SUCH A 
COURSE. "THERE WAS NO NUCLEAR BLACKMAIL." 

3. DE JONGE SAID HIS FIRST REPORT ON THE MEETING WITH FOURIE 
HAD INDEED AROUSED THE CONCERN OF HIS FOREIGN MINISTER, 
PARTICULARLY BECAUSE IT COINCIDED WITH MINISTER HORWOOD'S PUBLIC 
ASSERTIONS ON THE SAME SUBJECT. INTERPRETING FOURIE S REMARKS 

AS POSSIBLE NUCLEAR BLACKMAIL, VAN DER STOEL CONSIDERED CALLING 
IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN AMBASSADOR. THE HAGUE ASKED FOR A DETAILED 
REPORT ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES AND CONTENT OF THE TALK WITH FOURIE. 

DE JONGE BELIEVES HIS RESPONSE SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT AND MADE 
IT CLEAR THAT FOURIE WAS NOT THREATENING BUT MERELY ILLUSTRATING 
THE KINDS OF EXTERME REACTION WHICH MIGHT ARISE AMONG SOME SOUTH 
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AFRICANS AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE PRESSURES BEING EXERTED ON 
SOUTH AFRICA. DE JONGE HAS HEARD NOTHING FURTHER FROM THE HAGUE. 

4. COMMENT. DE JONGE WAS OPEN, FRANK AND THOROUGH IN GIVING 
US THIS ACCOUNT OF HIS DISCUSSION WITH FOURIE AND IN ACKNOW- 
LEDGING HE COULD UNDERSTAND HOW HIS INITIAL REPORT WAS MISINTER- 
PRETED. BELIEVE WE CAN TAKE WHAT HE TOLD US AS ACCURATE. 

THE DUTCH MFA AFRICA DIRECTOR IS WIDE OF THE MARK IN SPECULATING 
THAT FOURIE MAY HAVE BEEN THOUGHTLESS ABOUT SOME OF THE THINGS 
HE SAID IN THE HEAT OF DEBATE (PARA 3, THE HAGUE 4429). THAT 
WOULD BE OUT OF CHARACTER. 

BOWDLER 
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